Basic flap design.
Basic flap design utilization for reconstruction of head and neck defects requires creativity from the surgeon. Ultimately, the surgeon must closely restore the basic functions and properties of the surgical flap and adjacent tissue. All options within the reconstructive ladder should be considered. When possible, like should be replaced with like (similar tissue) within an esthetic zone. When considering a flap design, the surgeon must remember that the donor site must be closed in an esthetic and functional manner. Finally, knowledge of normal anatomy, the extent of the defect, and the patient is vital for successful outcomes.